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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Applicants in accordance with their duty of disclosure under 
37 CFR §1.56 and in accordance with 37 CFR §1. 97(c) (2), submit 
the enclosed PTO-1449 Forms. Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.98(d), copies 
of the patents, publications and other information listed on the 
enclosed Form PTO-144 9 are not included herewith. Copies of 
these references can be found in prior U.S. Patent Applications 
upon which this application claims the benefit thereof. 

Pursuant to 35 USC 120, the above referenced U.S. Patent 
Application claims the benefit of and is a continuation-in-part 
of Application No. 09/321,308, filed May 27, 1999. 
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Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.97, the submission of this Information 
Disclosure Statement is not to be construed as a representation 
that a search has been made and is not to be construed as an 
admission that the information cited in this statement is 
material to patentability. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior 
to a first office action or notice of allowance. Pursuant to 37 
CFR §1. 97(b), no fee is required for the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the cited documents be 
considered and that the enclosed PTO-1449 forms be initialed by 
the Examiner to indicate such consideration and a copy thereof be 
returned to Applicant. 
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Dated: May 7, 2002 
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